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Welcome Spirit of the Cross Church in Huntsville! 


“On arrival, they got the church together and reported on 
their trip, telling in detail how God had used them to 
throw the door of faith wide open, so people of all 
nations could come streaming in.” (Acts 14:27, The 
Message) 


Thanks to social media and a great Communications 
Director (Don Harris), much of our getting together to 
report on the happenings in our Southeast 
Conference comes in our “Conference Connection” 
newsletter. So, | want to use this valuable tool to share 
“how God has used us, (SEC/UCC) to throw the door of 
faith wide open so that ‘Spirit of the Cross Church in Huntsville, AL’ could come 
streaming into covenant with us.” 


On October 7, 2018, after an 18-month discernment process, Spirit of the 
Cross (SOTC) voted to seek affiliation with the UCC/SEC. After an 
ecclesiastical council at the AL/TN Association Meeting at Community UCC 
in Montgomery, on Saturday October 26 (in the church building George 
Wallace use to attend as a Methodist) we welcomed and affirmed SOTC as 
our newest SEC/UCC congregation. 


SOTC’s written request to the SEC Board and Reverend Barham’s 
presentation at the AL/TN Meeting included wonderful reminders of why 
SEC/UCC is still vitally needed today. Let me just share a few of the reasons 
they gave of wanting to enter covenant with us: 
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e “Spirit of the Cross is fully committed to the mission of the UCC: ‘United in 
Spirit and inspired by God's grace, we welcome all, love all, and seek 
justice for all.” 

e “The UCC's extravagant welcome to all people is what first attracted Spirit 
of the Cross.” 

e “Spirit of the Cross and the UCC will be a natural fit because of the mutual 
commitment to social justice.” 

e “Many have found a home at Spirit of the Cross, but now it is time for 
Spirit of the Cross to find its home. That home is the United Church of 
Christ.” 


Go to Spirit of the Cross’s website and send them a message of welcome as 
we rejoice in “how God has used ‘us at SEC/UCC’ to throw the door of faith wide 
open, so “Spirit of the Cross” could come streaming into ‘covenant’ with us.” 


Blessings, 


Reverend J R Finney II 
Conference Moderator and Board Chair 


Curing Hate 


A message from Rev. Dr. Don Longbottom, one of our Consulting Conference 
Ministers 


Once again a deranged man armed with a high 
capacity rifle has entered sacred space, this time in 
Pittsburg, taking the lives of as many as possible. 
Eleven are dead at The Tree of Life Synagogue. 


Already the political drums are beating with each 
viewpoint blaming the other. While | have a definite 
point of view in the placement of blame, such is not 
the point of this article. There is before us as 
American people a larger question to be explored. 


What is the nature of this hateful dynamic we seem 
to be experiencing in America? 


Continue reading Dr. Don's article on our website... 


2019 Southeast Conference Annual Meeting Logo 
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Design Contest 


We are getting excited in the Southeast Conference for our 2019 Annual 
Meeting. ARE YOU? Here is one way that you can help us get others excited 
to join us this year to make our Annual Meeting the biggest and best ever. 


We need you to help us coming up with a unique design/logo centered 
around this year’s theme: 


“That We Way All Be One” (1 Corinthians 12:12) 


The deadline to submit your entry is November 9, 2018 at midnight. All 
submissions must be in JPEG format. Please send your entry to Rev James 
Bowman Harris at james@cookevilleucc.org. 


Judging by the Annual Meeting Planning Committee will take place on 
Monday, November 12 in a "blind" contest. There will be one overall logo 
design winner; all other entries will be used to create interest in our 
workshops, with honorable mentions for each submitter. 


From the Generosity Coordinator 


It was really great to be in fellowship and worship 
with our friends from the Western Association, (ALA- 
TN) in Montgomery, AL this past weekend. What a 
joy it was to see old friends and associates and to 
make new ones, and to speak with you briefly on Our 
Churches Wider Missions (OCWM). 


The theme of the meeting was "Bridging the Gap" 
and the scripture passage for the meeting was: 
Ezekiel 22: 29-30. That passage speaks of rebuilding 
torn down things, the oppression of the poor and 
needy, and rebuilding the wall of righteousness. We 
are here to STAND IN THE GAP, and your support is needed. Your 
contributions ensure that there is indeed someone to Bridge Those Gaps. 


We appreciate all the ways that you support Our Churches Wider Missions. 
We are So grateful for all of your contributions and input. Please see the 
chart below to see where we stand in our giving initiative. We still have a 
ways to go, but with your support, | feel certain that we can make it to the 
finish line. 
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Please continue to invite me to your churches so that we may work 
together to discover new and innovative ways that we are able to STAND IN, 
AND BRIDGE THE GAP!! 


Peace and blessings, AS WE CONTINUE TO JOURNEY TOGETHER, 


Carrole Moss 
Generosity Coordinator 
SECUCT 

860-655-6254 
cmoss@secucc.org 


Community 


Prayer List 

We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2018. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. Click here to 
download the entire 2018 prayer list. 


Week of November 5 


Howard Congregational UCC; Nashville, Tennessee 
Kathy Clark 

Dahron Johnson 

Ann Schoup 

Heather Fosburgh 


Week of November 12 


e Covenant Community Church; Center Point, Alabama 
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e Lawrence Clark 
e James Johnson 
e Bruce Schoup 
e Jan Whiteman 


Churches in Transition: United Church of Huntsville, Huntsville AL; Garden 
of Grace, Columbia SC; Emmanuel, Greenville SC; First Congregational, 
Birmingham AL; Pilgrimage, Marietta GA; First Congregational Christian, 
Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA 


News from the Wider Church 
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2019 Winter Youth Retreat Registration Open 


Join the UCC Winter Youth Retreat in Blowing Rock, NC. Meet other kids 
from UCC South and Southeast churches and hear presentations from 
Keynote Speaker Robyn Henderson-Espinoza. Plus, there's a service project 
or ski/snowboarding on Sunday. For more information visit the WYR 
website: uccwinteryouthretreat.org. 


Shepherd joins Piedmont Board of Trustees 


The Rev. Glenna Shepherd, pastor at Pleasant 
Hill Community Church in Crossville, TN, has 
been named to the Piedmont College Board of 
Trustees. Shepherd, an ordained minister in the 
United Church of Christ, has served at Pleasant 
Hill since 2015. She previously served 18 years 
in the ministry for congregations in Georgia, 
Minnesota, Florida, Texas, and Oregon. Her 
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appointment was approved by the 34-member Board of Trustees October 
23. Read more on our website. 


United Church of Christ UNITED CHURCH 
Annual Report | 2017 


2017 UCC Annual Report Published 


The National Setting of the United Church of Christ is pleased to announce 
the availability of the 2017 Annual Report. To manage costs, a very small 
print run is distributed on a limited basis. To download a PDF version go to 
http://www.ucc.org/about-us_annual-report. Click on the blue 2017 Annual 
Report words under the picture. 


News from Our Local Congregations 
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Featuring 
alternative gifts from 


vee! 
HEIFER 


INTERNATIONAL 


Alternative Christmas Fair to Benefit 20 Charities 


The Justice and Mission Ministry of the Pleasant Hill Community Church, 
UCC, in Pleasant Hill TN is again sponsoring an Alternative Christmas Fair. 
This year the Fair will take place on Saturday, November 17 from 10:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m. in the Community House (GPS address: 47 Church Drive, 
Pleasant Hill TN). 


The Alternative Christmas Fair, Co-Chaired by Don and Jean Clark, is an 
Opportunity to donate in the name of family and friends. More than 20 
organizations are planning to participate. It is one way to give a meaningful 
gift during the holidays and support Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, MS. 
(www.thebackbaymission.org) and the Heifer Project (www.heifer.org). 


With an Alternative Christmas gift, you honor your loved ones and make a 
difference in the lives of people in need. Such gifts are perfect for 
recipients who "have everything" and bring smiles to the gift recipients and 
also to clients, staff and volunteers at Back Bay Mission. For more 
information, contact: Mary Ruth, 931-787-7914 or marybillruth@gmail.com. 
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Back Bay Mission has released a new promotional video, and churches and 
individuals are invited to view it to know more about this ministry that 
strengthens neighborhoods, seeks justice, and transforms lives on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast. 


Upper Room Fellowship Gathers in Nashville 


With 61 persons in attendance, a great gathering of Nashville & Mid-Tenn 
UCC churches occurred at Brookmeade Congregational Church in Nashville 
on October 20th at the Upper Room UCC Fellowship Fall Potluck Supper! 
Evening's Theme: "For a Closer Communion with God & One Another: 
Starting each Day with Prayer & Meditation on God's Word!" After a potluck 
supper fellowship together, Rev. Marsha Brown of Phoenix Christian 
Church, UCC of Wildersville, TN was special guest speaker on the evening's 
theme. Special sacred music was provided by Howard Congregational UCC 
Mass Choir! 


Next meeting of the Upper Room UCC Fellowship will be in the Spring on 
May 18th at Howard Congregational Church in Nashville! Invitation to these 
semi-annual potluck supper gatherings of Mid-Tenn UCC churches will be 
extended further in 2019 in outreach to other UCC churches in the area 
that we may all grow in communion with God & one another! 
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Changing and serving our community, one life/one act of kindness at a time. 


Community Congregational's "Week of Kindness" 


Community Congregational Church in Montgomery, AL recently held a 
"Week of Kindness" where they focused on changing and serving their 
community, sharing Christ's love. Pastor Ray Speller says "we were able to 
feed 155 families, share information about potential free dental care with 
those families, give away hundreds of diapers and wipes, phone 

canvas potential voters for the midterm election, and much more." 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


Ladies, Save the Date: October 18-20, 2019 


The 2019 biennial UCC Southern Region Women's Retreat (SRWR) will be 
hosted by the Church Women of the Southern Conference (CWSC) 

at Blowing Rock Conference Center (BRCC) in Blowing Rock, NC. This retreat 
is open to lay and clergy women from the following Conferences: Southern, 
Florida, South Central and Southeast. Please mark your calendars 
now...more information to come later. The Rev. Clarice Mitchell, member of 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, serves as Southeast Conference 
representative on this planning team. 


Healthy Boundaries 201 — Beyond Basics and Into 
Internet Technology 


The Southeast Conference, in partnership with the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Georgia, is pleased to offer two Healthy Boundaries 
training sessions for clergy and church leaders. 


Healthy Boundaries 201 is an advanced discussion of healthy boundaries 
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for clergy and church leaders, designed for those who have completed 
Healthy Boundaries 101. Participants will review boundaries, power, 
vulnerability, and self-care; significant time will be devoted to internet 
technology and social media. 


e Tuesday, November 13, 2018, 9am - 4pm 
e Ray of Hope Christian Church, 2778 Snapfinger Rd., Decatur, GA 30034 


(Prerequisite: Healthy Boundaries 101 or similar foundational workshop) 


To kien les the Aes visit the oe 
website: gadisciples.org/clergy/HealthyBoundariesW 
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